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(57) Abstract 

An absorbent article (10) which includes a backsheet layer (30) having a pair of laterally opposed and longitudinally extending side 
margins (20). Each side margin has an outwardly concave, terminal side edge contour (15) located at appointed leg opening regions (17) 
in an intermediate portion (16) of the side margin. Each concave side edge contour (15) has a selected longitudinal extent along a length 
dimension (26) of the article (10). A liquid permeable topsheet layer (28) is connected in a superposed facing relation to the backsheet 
layer (30), and an absorbent body (32) is sandwiched between the topsheet layer (28) and the backsheet layer (30). A separately provided 
gusset-flap composite member (19) is connected to at least one of the backsheet and topsheet layers along each of the leg opening regions 
(17). The gusset-flap member (19) provides a leg gusset section (142) and a containment flap section (144). The gusset-flap member 
includes a barrier layer (174) having a pair of laterally opposed, longitudinally extending, barrier layer side edges (140, 141). and has a 
first major facing surface (148) and a second major facing surface (149). A nonwoven fabric layer (176) is joined in facing relation with 
the first facing surface (148) of the barrier layer (174). The fabric layer (176) has a leg gusset region (136), an outboard side portion (170). 
a containment flap region (63), and an inboard side portion (62). The outboard side portion (170) of the gusset-flap fabric layer (176) is 
arranged to wrap around at least one side edge of the barrier layer (174) and to extend inboard therefrom along the second facing surface 
(149) of the barrier layer (174). A first arrangement of a first plurality of separate, longitudinally extending elastomeric members (138) 
are attached and interposed between the barrier layer (174) and the fabric layer (176) within the leg gusset section (142) of the gusset-flap 
member (19). 


